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ACTG 593  

Accounting Research: Methodology and Communication 

4 Credit Hours 

 

Fall 2015 

Syllabus 

 
Prerequisites: ACTG 315 or ACTG 502 or equivalent  

intermediate financial accounting course (Required) 

                      ACTG 516 and/or 417 (Recommended) 

 
Professor Gary Chen 

Office: University Hall 2308 

Email: garychen@uic.edu (best way to contact me) 

Tel: (312) 996-0671 

Office Hours: Monday 3-4 PM or by appointment 
  

 

I. Course Description: 
 

This course serves as an integrative capstone to a professional accounting degree. This class will introduce you to 

professional and scientific research in accounting. The course teaches on contemporary accounting issues, research 

appreciation, research methods, and evaluation together with individual practice in planning, conducting, and 

reporting professional research in accounting. 

 

The primary emphasis of the course will be to help you develop skills for critical thinking, conducting independent 

research, and comprehending research output in an applied and professional context. This will be achieved through 

the use of cases and existing research papers in accounting that have real world relevance and understanding simple 

statistical methodologies. Knowledge of basic statistical tools such as regression, correlation etc. will be useful 

though not necessary, and wherever necessary will be addressed in the class.  

 

II. Course Materials: 

The required materials are:  

1. Financial Reporting and Analysis by L. Revsine, D. Collins, B. Johnson, and F. Mittelstaedt. McGraw-Hill, 

2011 (6
th

 Edition) 

2. Course packet of papers and cases (available for download and printout on Blackboard) 

 

The Revsine et al. textbook is available at the reference desk at the Richard J. Daley Library. The syllabus and other 

materials, including handouts and assignments, will be distributed in class and/or posted on Blackboard 

(http://blackboard.uic.edu). The schedule shown on Blackboard will serve as the master document, and I expect you 

to check it frequently for announcements, updates and revisions. All materials on the course website are for your 

personal use only and may not be distributed without my prior permission. 

III. Grading: 

Course grades will be determined by the following dimensions: 

mailto:garychen@uic.edu
http://blackboard.uic.edu/
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Class Participation and Discussion 10 points 

Cases and Exercises 10 points 

Research papers 10 points 

Project 10 points 

Exam 1 25 points 

Exam 2 35 points 

TOTAL 100 points  

 

Class Participation and Discussion 

This class works best when you prepare the readings and assigned problems and actively participate. Doing well in 

this class requires that you express your thoughts, defend them (when appropriate), and gracefully criticize the 

misconceptions and lack of clarity in your own and other’s reasoning when appropriate. 

Students should make every effort to attend all classes as scheduled. If you cannot attend for unavoidable reasons, 

you should inform me by sending a brief email ahead of time to explain your absence, and you should work with 

your fellow classmates to review the course materials for the class that you miss as soon as possible. 

Cases and Exercises 

There will be several cases and exercises given throughout this course. For each case, your analysis should be 

centered on the question(s) asked in the assignment. You must be prepared to discuss your analysis and solutions to 

the assigned cases and exercises. A copy of your write-up is to be turned in at the beginning of class or emailed to 

me before class. Late assignments will receive a score of zero and not be accepted. 

Research Papers 

Each paper will have a set of discussion questions. Students should come to class ready to discuss the questions and 

their thoughts on the papers. A copy of your write-up is to be turned in at the beginning of class or emailed to me 

before class. Late submissions will receive a score of zero and not be accepted.  

 

Project 

There will be a course project. This project will help you gain experience in using statistical methods in Excel and 

extracting archival data from Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS). WRDS is a web-based business data 

research service from The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. The project will require the use of 

WRDS for gathering financial statement, analyst, and stock price data. Each person will make a presentation of their 

project towards the end of the semester. 

   

Exams 1 and 2 

Exam 1 will cover materials taught in the first half of the course. Exam 2 will focus on materials from the second 

half of the course, but may include questions relating to materials covered earlier in the semester. 

All students must take Exams 1 and 2 at the scheduled times. Exceptions will only be made in exceptional 

circumstances. Make-up exams will be offered at a time chosen by me. Regardless of when you take the exam, you 

may not discuss the exam with anyone else before grading is completed. 
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V. Attendance, Laptops, Cell Phones, etc. 
 

The University of Illinois at Chicago Code of Classroom Etiquette has been established to encourage a deeper 

appreciation of and respect for the classroom environment so as to enhance the learning experience for all students. 

An understanding of and adherence to this code adds value by creating an environment more conducive to 

meaningful and constructive classroom discussion. 

Students are therefore expected to understand and adhere to basic standards of classroom etiquette. In particular, I 

expect students to be punctual arriving for class, to notify me in advance if you are going to miss a class, and not to 

engage in disruptive eating during class. If a student must depart early due to unavoidable circumstances, the student 

should inform me prior to the start of class. 

Laptops can be used during class time only for course-related activities, such as note-taking or working out 

numerical problems. Please switch off cell phones or put on silent mode, and put them away before the start of class. 

VI. CBA Honor Code: 
 

The student experience at UIC is unique because, among other reasons, students trust that their classmates will 

behave with honesty, integrity, and respect in all academic, professional, and social matters. Adherence to the CBA 

Honor Code plays a key role in engendering this trust. The Honor Code requires that a student not seek an unfair 

advantage over other students, for example, by not giving or receiving unauthorized aid during completion of 

academic requirements, by truthfully representing fact and self at all times, and by respecting the property and 

personal rights of all members of the UIC community. Students’ willingness to abide by this Code allows faculty 

and students to interact with a minimum of rules, regulations, and bureaucracy, which in turn allows us to focus on 

creating an engaging and challenging academic environment.  

In particular, any student who cheats on an assignment or exam will receive a grade of “F” for the course and may 

also be dismissed from the university. 

 

 


