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SYLLABUS 
ENTR 444: ENTREPRENEURIAL FINANCE 

3 credit hours, CRN 40567 
Spring 2018 A - Online 

 
Course Site at: https://uic.blackboard.edu 

Course name is “ENTR 444 Entrepreneurial Finance (40567) 2018 Spring” 
 
Course Begins: Monday, March 5th, 2018 
Course Ends: Sunday, April 29th, 2018 
 
Instructor:  Mr. John C. Bintz  
Email:   jbintz@valuationresearch.com 
Office Hours:   By appointment only.  Please email to arrange a time. 
Availability:  I will generally answer emails within 24 hours. 
 
Prerequisites: ENGL 161 

Course Materials 

This course has only one optional textbook and it can be purchased through the UIC Bookstore 
or the other sources they note on their website. Go to http://coursematerials.uicbookstore.org/ 
 
Optional Textbook:  
Title:   Entrepreneurial Finance 
Author(s):  Leach / Melicher 
Publisher:  South-Western, Cengage Learning 
Edition/Year:  3rd Edition /2009 
 
We strongly recommend that you purchase your materials directly from the UIC Bookstore or 
the publisher. The publishers sometimes sell the products for less – you need to check. Using 
other third party booksellers can be problematic when the text includes online materials that 
require an Access Code for accessing the online materials. Never buy a “used” item if that 
textbook also requires an Access Code for the supplementary online materials. 

How to Purchase from the UIC Bookstore 

1. When you need to purchase your materials from the UIC Bookstore website – go to: 
http://coursematerials.uicbookstore.org/  
Do not try to phone or email an order. 

2. Be sure to order “New” copies. 
3. When checking out – In the “Order Notes” section you must tell them “Please email me 

the Access Codes”. 
4. You must fill out the shipping address part of the form. The bookstore uses that 

information for verification purposes. 
5. When filling out the form – you must select “In store pickup” (even though you will not 

actually go to the store). 

https://uic.blackboard.edu/
mailto:jbintz@valuationresearch.com
http://coursematerials.uicbookstore.org/
http://coursematerials.uicbookstore.org/
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6. The bookstore representatives will scan the access codes and include them in an email 
to you. Usually within 24 – 48 hours depending on how late in the day that you place 
your order. 

7. They will not physically ship the access code cards if you selected the full electronic 
version of your materials. 

 
When purchasing the materials, if you have questions or problems, you may contact any of our 
representatives in the UIC Bookstore. 
 

Sara Didio: sdidio@uic.edu  or (312)-413-5515 
Paul: pczarn1@uic.edu  or (312)-413-5522 

 
If you purchased a version that includes the loose leaf printed version, do not expect that the 
bookstore can provide overnight shipping. Shipping will start at about $8.95 and may be more 
depending on the book. 

Course Description 

Official UIC catalog description: Develops the skills necessary to analyze the unique financial 
issues facing entrepreneurs, such as valuation of new ventures, financial tools useful in venture 
capital markets, deal structuring, governance, and harvesting. 
 
More specifically: Develop the skills necessary to become a successful entrepreneur.  
Develop skills to financially analyze business opportunities. Develop skills to: Manage 
finances, manage resources, acquire capital, develop strategic plan, business plan, exit 
plan, come up with an idea, and determine what investors look for. 

Course Learning Objectives 

The study of entrepreneurialism concepts and practices aims to help students plan, organize, 
lead, and control the entrepreneurial process as well as other resources for the sake of 
achieving objectives. The objective of this course is to provide students with an overview of 
entrepreneurialism, its practices, theories, concepts, research findings, and applications that 
will help the student become effective and efficient in utilizing these resources.  
 

1. Students are expected to think about, discuss, debate, analyze, and solve issues that 
define the area of entrepreneurialism.  

 
2. Students will be exposed to a broad range of business and financial theories and 

expected to apply those theories to a variety of contexts/situations. 
 

3. Students will have the opportunity to listen and interact with successful business 
men/women who have strategically navigated their respective careers both 
managerially and entrepreneurially. 
 

4. Students shall be prepared to present written and oral applications to the concepts and 
practices learned in the course. 
  

mailto:sdidio@uic.edu
mailto:pczarn1@uic.edu
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5. Using the knowledge gained in the classroom, student teams (2 students per team) will 
take their own business idea and develop a business plan with detailed financial 
projections.  Each student team will present their concept to the class. 

 

Course Schedule 

Echo = Echo360 Lecture Captures accessed using the main menu item “Echo 360 
Recordings” that are organized by date. The dates note the date that the recording was 
made, not when it is to viewed in this course. The times noted in the files reflect how 
long the system was recording, not how long you may need to listen. 
 
PPT = PowerPoint presentations associated with each chapter of the text. 
 
Additional details on Content Topics, Readings and Viewings will be provided once the 
course begins. 
 

Week Content Topic Readings and Viewings 
Due Dates for 

Assignments, Exams 

Week 1  
Introduction, Class 
Overview 

Echo 1/22/18 and 1/29/18 
PPT Chapter 1 

 

Week 2  
Echo 2/5/18 and 2/12/18 
PPT Chapters 2, 3, 4 

 

Week 3 
Guest Lecturers: 
Kevin Sheridan and 
Sandesh Bilgi 

Echo 2/19/18 and 2/26/18 
PPT Chapters 5 & 6 

 

Week 4 
Guest Lecturer: 
Bill Snow 

Echo 3/5/18 and 3/12/18 
PPT Chapters 7 & 8 

Midterm Exam 

Week 5  
Echo  
PPT Chapters 

 

Week 6  
Echo 
PPT Chapters 

 

Week 7  
Echo 
PPT Chapters 

1. Business Plan due 
2. Interview Project due 

Week 8  
Echo 
PPT Chapters 

Final Exam 

Teaching and Learning Methods  

The course week begins on at 12:01 am on Mondays and ends at 11:59 pm Sundays (Central Time 
Zone). There is no Spring Break in the BBA Online Degree Completion Program courses. 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to check the Blackboard Announcements on a regular basis. 
Students are responsible for being aware of information posted on the class Blackboard site and 
sent to UIC email accounts. 
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Standard Course Structure: 
Each week students will follow the instructions in the Assignments and Weekly Content in the 
Blackboard course site for that particular week. Each week the student will generally be “Reading, 
Viewing and Doing”. 

1. Listen, take notes on apply the information in the Echo360 Lecture Capture videos. These 
are recorded lectures by the instructor that include information not in the text, the 
PowerPoint presentations associated with each lecture and questions from students that 
may have been asked. 

2. When available, listen to the Guest Lectures that have been recorded in Echo360.  

3. PowerPoint presentations for each lecture are provided and should be used while listening 
to the Echo360 Lecture recordings and studying for assignments and exams. 

4. Do the assignments and learning tasks that have been described.  

5. All assignments will be submitted through submission links in each weekly folder as 
appropriate.  

Exams (there are 2): 
Exams are designed to assess how well you can recall, analyze, evaluate, and apply the 
concepts we have covered in class. The course will consist of a Mid-Term Exam and a Non-
Cumulative Final Exam. The course will cover specific chapters that will be mentioned in class 
lectures and by guest speakers. You will be informed of the specific format prior to the 
examination, but understand that some combination of multiple choice, short answer, and/or 
essay could be used. 

Individual Business Plan: 
You will develop a business plan in this class. This project requires that you acting as founder and 
formally ask investors, with a detailed Business Plan, for capital.  Your report will be required to be 
turned in at the designated time during week 7 (see course schedule).  Reports turned in after the 
date will NOT be accepted. 
 

Project: 
Students will be will be responsible for identifying and researching an entrepreneur/organization. 
Each person will be responsible for interviewing a person and researching a chosen organization, 
and providing a detailed analysis of the manager's/organization's practices in dealing with an 
issue from the text book. Each person will present a 2-3 page paper and provide a summary of 
their project to the class, indicating the issue, how the entrepreneur/manager/organization is dealing 
with this issue, and offering recommendations along with any potential implications to the 
organization/person of interest. More details on the specifics needed to complete this assignment 
will be provided at a later date. 
 
Guest Lecturers: 
We will have guest lecturers, from the business community who spoke to the on campus class.  
This will hopefully provide students with “real world” business/entrepreneur applications and 
situations. You will be tested on material that guest lecturers cover in their presentations. 



 
 

5 

Assessment and Evaluation 

Due Dates: Exams, Assignments and Presentations 

Late assignments will not be accepted. Also, please note that missed exams, assignments and 
presentations will not be allowed to be made up and therefore will result in a grade of zero. A 
missed due date for submission of an assignment will be considered as late and therefore will 
not be accepted. In the event that you have missed an exam date, only those with an excused 
submission as described below or a verifiable (documented) medical or emergency situation will be 
given consideration. 
 
Students are provided the due dates of each assignment well in advance and therefore will 
be expected to turn in assignments on time. If an assignment is due on a specified day, I 
should have it in my possession by the posted due date and time.  
 
Excused vs. Unexcused Submissions: Among the reasons late submissions are considered 
excused are the following: participation in an activity appearing on the university authorized 
activity list, death or major illness in a student's immediate family, illness of a dependent family 
member, participation in legal proceedings or administrative procedures that require a student's 
presence, religious holy day, and required participation in military duties. 
 
Grading Assignments (weighting) 
 

 % Weight 

Exam #1 (100 points) 25% 

Non-cumulative Final Exam (100 points) 25% 

Interview Report (100 points) 25% 

Business Plan/Presentation (100 points) 25% 

Total Points = 400  

Course Grading Standards – Final Grades 

 

Grade Percentage 

A 90 - 100 

B 80 - 89 

C 70 - 79 

D 60 - 69 

F Less than 60 

Faculty Feedback and Response Time 

I will answer emails sent between Mon 8 am – Fri 5 pm within 24 hours. Emails sent outside of 
those hours will be answered as possible. 
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College of Business Administration (CBA) and UIC Resources and Support 

If you encounter difficulty with the course material or any other challenges in your student life, 
please feel free to seek out help! A wide variety of information can be found in the “Resources 
and Support” section of your Blackboard Learn course site. The UIC Student Support web page 
provide direct links to these resources and other services. If you can’t find what you need there 
or have other issues beyond the class – contact your instructor or advisor so that they can help 
refer you to the appropriate support. 

Course Evaluations: Sharing Your Learning Experience 

As a final assignment, students will be expected to complete an anonymous online course 
evaluation. These evaluations provide very important feedback to the professor and the college. 
The results are used for course improvement as well as BBA Program enhancements. These 
evaluations are also important for identifying those aspects of the course that work well so that 
they can be exploited further. 

You will receive an email from the College of Business Administration inviting you to complete 
your course evaluation (email “From” will note “surveys@uic.edu”). You will also receive a 
confirmation when you have completed the evaluation. Your individual answers will remain 
completely anonymous as the answers cannot be traced back to individual student 
identification. Statistical summaries of class responses are used for course and program 
improvements. The system does keep track of how many students have completed evaluations, 
but not who has and hasn’t completed them. Reminders are sent out prior to the end of the 
term. 

College of Business Administration (CBA) and University Policy Statements  

From Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs – Dr. Renee Taylor: “As an academic community, UIC is 
committed to providing an environment in which research, learning and scholarship can flourish 
and in which all endeavors are guided by academic and professional integrity. All members of 
the campus community – students, staff, faculty and administrators – share the responsibility of 
ensuring that these standards are upheld so that such an environment exists.” (2/3/2015) 

With this in mind we have provided access to important policies including resources that govern 
UIC and CBA courses. This is found in the “UIC and CBA Policies & Resources” section of 
your Blackboard course site. We’ve included direct links to the most important information to 
save students time searching. They include:  

1. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
2. Academic Integrity and Student Honor Code 
3. Copyright and Intellectual Property 
4. Diversity Statement 
5. Religious Holidays 
6. Non-Discrimination Statement and Grievance Procedures 

 

Syllabus Disclaimer: This syllabus includes the general plan for the course and at times, 
changes may be necessary. It is your responsibility to stay abreast of these changes. Changes 
will be announced on the Blackboard course site or by emails to the entire class. 

http://www.uic.edu/academics/student-support

