
 

 

ENTR 541: Startup Integration (CRN 38020) 
Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies 

Lecturer: Joseph Sheahan 
Email: joseph@savvo.co 

Program Contact: Dawn Birkland 
Phone: 312-996-2670, Email: birkland@uic.edu 

 
Class Time: First class to meet Tuesday, August 23, 2016 from 5:00-5:50pm.  After that meetings 
will be scheduled on an “as needed” basis on Tuesdays at 5:00pm. 
*This class requires independent participation in external events! 
Rice Building: 815 W Van Buren, Suite 400 

Course Description: Startup Integration is the third course in the Applied Startup Knowledge 
(ASK!) Certificate Program.  Ideally it is taken concurrently with ENTR 521 or ENTR 523. 

This course aims to integrate students into relevant organizations and activities within the 
ongoing UIC and Chicago-area entrepreneurial ecosystem, incubators, accelerators, research 
organizations and other resources (for example: 1871, Technori Pitch, iBio/Propel).  

Students are challenged with identifying a target area of focus within the greater entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in accordance with their own personal goals in the realm of entrepreneurship, and 
explore, research and engage in the identified micro-ecosystem of the targeted community.  
Students are expected to independently attend at least four external events during the semester 
and to share their expectations and learning experiences via a report on each event.  Events must 
have entrepreneurship as the focus, events outside of this topic will not be counted. 

Examples of events that do count: Entrepreneurial meetups, workshops focused on 
starting businesses, speaker series featuring entrepreneur(s), startup pitch events, 
business plan competitions, Startup Weekends (could possibly count for two events, see 
instructor), etc. 

Examples of events that do not count (unless entrepreneurship is the main focus of the 
event): workshops/hackathons around programming/coding, job fairs, networking events, 
events the student is attending as a mandatory component of another ASK Certificate 
Program course 

If a student is unsure as to whether an event will count, please email the instructor prior to 
attending to get clarification.  The instructor may, from time to time, pass along events that he 
come across, but it is ultimately the responsibility of the student to find and attend the events 
that fit within the requirements.  Many entrepreneurial events around the city have a small fee 
for attending (often includes food and drinks) but there are also plenty that are free.  The 
decision of which to attend is up to the student. 

Course Structure: This course is essentially an independent study.  We will meet during the first 
week of class to review the course structure and expected outcomes.  Reports should be emailed 
within a week of the event attended (see grading structure for more info).  I will be available to 
meet with students on a per request basis during the Tuesday 5:00-5:50pm time slot.  Please 
email Joe to set up a meeting. 
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Learning Objectives & Outcomes 

 Understand the principal resources of the Chicago-area entrepreneur ecosystem 

 Become personally familiar with specific ecosystem resources (incubators, accelerators, 
startup organizations, startup events) 

 Build personal contacts with specific resources relevant to your startup 

 Gain experience networking and introducing your startup to people 

 Identify potential resources to help you in your entrepreneurial journey 

GRADING: Each of the four reports account for 25% of your grade.  Reports will be awarded 
points based on the following criteria: 

 5 points: Timeliness of Reports - 5 points if within a week of the event, losing 1 point for 
each subsequent week.  The sooner you write the report, the fresher the insights! 

 20 points: Effective communication of insights gained from event.  I don’t care about the 
length of the report, I am more interested in what you learned and thought of the event!   

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: This course and its associated coursework are being administered under 
the policies of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) College of Business Administration Honor 
Code. All students are expected to respect and uphold the CBA Student Code of Ethics: 
http://www.uic.edu/cba/Faculty/academicaffairs/honorcode.html.   

In keeping with CBA policy, evidence of academic dishonesty may result in a failing grade for 
the course and disciplinary review by the University.  

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating (giving or receiving aid), 
fabrication/falsification, plagiarism (including not accurately referencing source material), bribes, 
favors or threats, examination by proxy (taking an exam for someone else), grade tampering and 
submitting non-original works authored by someone other than the student. Refer to the student 
handbook or Student Disciplinary Procedures (www.uic.edu/depts/sja) for definitions and details. 
For a complete review of UIC policies regarding intellectual integrity and academic honesty, 
please visit: http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/studentconduct.html 
 
ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Concerning disabled students, the 
University of Illinois at Chicago is committed to maintaining a barrier-free environment so that 
individuals with disabilities can fully access programs, courses, services, and activities at UIC. 
Students with disabilities who require accommodations for full access and participation in UIC 
Programs must be registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). Please contact DRC at 
(312) 413-2183 (voice) or (312) 413- 0123 (TDD). More information may also be found at the DRC 
Website located at http://www.uic.edu/depts/oaa/disability_resources/index.html. Students 
requesting accommodation must provide each instructor with a letter outlining the specific 
accommodations requested for a specific course. These letters are developed by the DRC in 
coordination with the student and presented to the instructor by the student prior to the start of 
each semester.  
 
COURSE EVALUATIONS: Because student ratings of instructors and courses provide very 
important feedback to instructors and are also used by administrators in evaluating instructors, it 
is extremely important for students to complete confidential course evaluations online known as 
the “Campus Program for Student Evaluation of Teaching” evaluation. Near the end of the 
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semester, you will receive an email from the Office of Faculty Affairs inviting you to complete 
your course evaluations and will receive an email confirmation when you have completed each 
one. Please save and upload your confirmation email for this course to Blackboard. Your answers 
will remain completely confidential, as student names will never be linked to the feedback they 
provide. 

 


